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Christ College is the oldest independent school in Wales. Its imposing buildings set in the 

ancient landscape of the Brecon Beacons have been the backdrop of pupils’ lives for 

centuries, helping to create a closely-connected community that stretches across the 

generations and across the globe.   

Today Christ College is a leading academic and sporting school committed to developing 

young people to fulfil their potential whatever their background. 

Founded by Henry VIII, ‘the College of Christ of Brecknock’ was established by Royal 

Charter in 1541. In fact, the site has been occupied for much longer and its earlier history has 

given the school its medieval Chapel and Dining Hall.   

Prior to Henry VIII’s influence, there had been a Dominican Friary on the site for 300 years. 

Established in c1250, the Friary of St Nicholas was a flourishing community and though 

relatively small, it was the largest of the Welsh friaries. The mendicant community was 

supported by benefactions, which enabled the building of the Chapel and two halls. At its 

suppression in 1538, the Friary had ten friars, six acres of land and a small garden.  

Henry VIIIs motivation in 1541 was as ecclesiastically political as it was educational, and the 

foundation was not financially secure. While the school itself occasionally thrived, there were 

many years of slow decay to the fabric of the medieval buildings in the next three centuries.  

By the middle of the nineteenth century, a number of influential dignitaries focused attention 

on the state of the school and its decaying buildings. As a result of their ambitions for the site, 

the College was refounded as ‘Christ’s College’ by Act of Parliament in 1853. The new 

school very quickly became a leading independent school in Wales, with the same strong 

academic and sporting traditions that continue today.  

The refounding of the school was followed by a period of intense building activity. The 

Chapel and Dining Hall were restored and Victorian school buildings were constructed. The 

buildings at Christ College now comprise one of the most important groups of medieval and 

Victorian buildings in Wales.  

The medieval Chapel and Dining Hall are used every day by pupils. They are all that remain 

of the Dominican friary and they represent the largest group of Dominican buildings 

surviving in Britain. The Victorian buildings, such as School House (1864) and Donaldson’s 

House (1890), have retained their gothic exteriors but have been altered internally to offer the 

best possible amenities for its pupils. Early twentieth century buildings, such as the 

‘Chemical Labs’ (1908/1935) - now Reception, have been adapted for current use. More 

recent buildings, such as the Hubert Jones Science Centre (2009) and the performing arts 

theatre - Y Neaudd (2013), accommodate a contemporary curriculum in state of the art 

facilities.   

Through its buildings, strong links with the past remain: like the generations before them, 

pupils attend chapel in the chancel of the 13th century friary and take their meals in the friary 

hall before they go to lessons in modern buildings or play sport on ancient friary lands.  

Please contact admissions@christcollegebrecon.com if you would like more information 

about the school, or go to our website www.christcollegebrecon.com   
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